
Demolition
“They first got excited about defending a 250 year old sweet chestnut tree… But it moved the 

environmental direct action movement from being about more conventionally green things, to 
being about the interaction between green and social politics, which is why the M11 campaign 

was so important”
- Roger Geffen

Construction of the road began in September 
1993. At George Green in Wanstead, a 250 year old 
Sweet Chestnut tree was threatened with 
demolition.  The tree became one of the major 
symbols of the campaign. Security fencing 
surrounding the tree was dismantled to make way 
for a ‘tree dressing ceremony’ in the November.

Legal history was made when a lawyer successfully 
declared the tree a legal residence, forcing the 
Department of Transport to go through eviction 
procedures against the people living in the treehouse 
and delaying the demolition process.  The ‘letters to the 
tree’ campaign saw thousands of letters from around 
the country delivered to the tree as evidence of its 
residential status.

“When it first became clear that the 
construction company were putting up fences 
around the tree, Jean the Lollipop lady started 
telling the teenage kids ‘they’re going to cut the 
tree down, go and join the protesters and get 

in the way’” 
– John Stewart

The tree was eventually felled on December 7th 1993  
amidst heartfelt opposition from the local 
Wanstead community.

Claremont Road in Leyton was the next bastion of 
defence. This row of terraced houses had long been 
earmarked for demolition, and artists and squatters had 
been living in them since the 1980s.  By 1993 the road 
was home to activists, squatters and the final few 
residents who had refused to leave under compulsory 
purchase orders. Claremont Road became an ongoing 
‘festival of resistance’ before its show-down eviction on 
November 28th 1994.

“Every Sunday afternoon and evening there was a 
street party [on Claremont Road]. People had 

barricaded both ends of the road so no vehicles could 
drive down it… there was a band called the Tofu Love 

Frogs… and they always really got the crowd going” 
– Fi Stephens

The final house to be evicted on the route was 135 Fillibrooke Road, in Leytonstone.
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