
Voices of Leytonstonia
“There’s an effective gang of people, who are putting 

themselves forward as an authentic community, and it’s got that oppositional edge of being against the 
corruption and lies of the wider world. I thought ‘this is 

amazing! It’s beautiful!
 - Richard Paton

In 2015/16 Eastside Community Heritage teamed up 
with Newham Woodcraft Folk to explore the history of 
the No M11 Link Road Campaign of the early 1990s. 
The protests turned a quiet area of east London into a 
thriving hub of resistance, empowerment and creative 
chaos.

“It was big news at school, and it was big news in the 
local area. People were talking about it” 

– Alice Kirby

“Abercrombie said we’ve got a golden 
opportunity… to rebuild London, and he was 

looking for three ring roads in London: A 
central ring road, a middle ring road…and an 
outer ring road… there was gonna be an inner 
ring road that linked to the so called M11 Link 

Road”
                          – Richard Leighton

Building the road would involve demolishing 350 Victorian 
houses in Wanstead, Leytonstone and Leyton and a 250 year 
old Sweet Chestnut Tree.

Voices of Leytonstonia uncovers the hidden histories of the 
diverse group of people who fought the plans through 
public enquiries, petitions and eventually a campaign of 
direct action that began in 1993 when environmental 
activists from across the country became involved.

“I remember it feeling quite exciting and 
lively…but I think that’s also because there was 

a lot of struggle going on, so that’s not 
necessarily a good thing, but it felt powerful”. 

– Alice Kirby

This project has been made possible by the contributions of the oral history participants, Newham Woodcraft Venturers group 
and all the people who have donated archival material. This project, run by Eastside Community Heritage and 
Newham Woodcraft Folk has been generously funded by The Heritage Lottery Fund Young Roots Programme.                                                                                         

The road was proposed as early as the 1940s, as 
part of Sir Patrick Abercrombie’s County of 
London Plan. The first Link Road Action Group 
was set up by residents in 1976. The section of 
road targeted by the protesters ran from 
Redbridge Roundabout to Hackney Wick.
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An Eastside Community Heritage exhibition. Visit our website www.hidden-histories.org.uk


