
Post M11 
Link Road Campaign

The four mile stretch of road ultimately cost the 
Department of Transport £250 million, and 
destroyed 350 homes and acres of green space. 
Though the protests failed to stop the M11, the 
Conservative’s ‘Roads for Prosperity’ programme 
was eventually abandoned in 1996 when it 
became clear that further road building was
 financially unviable.

After the No M11 Link Road campaign, many of the 
activists turned their attentions to a group called 
Reclaim the Streets.  Reclaim the Streets was an 
anti-capitalist direct action network that threw street 
parties for social and ecological change.

What we’d been doing on Claremont Road all summer was having street parties, and the idea was that you could 
reproduce street parties not on roads that had been closed to cars by dint of being whole streets 

squatted, we could reproduce this idea of street parties on busy shopping streets” 
– Roger Geffin

“Climate Camp has now produced an activist 
trauma support group, we didn’t really have that” 

– Roger Geffin

In 2016 direct action has shifted focus from cars, to 
aeroplanes and fracking, with groups such as Plane 
Stupid and Frack Off carrying out actions at airports 
and fracking sites across the country.

I collected 3 nuts from the horse chestnut, three seeds…they were grown… now those three chestnut trees still exist... They’re a living 
embodiment of the M11, so when we’re all gone, when the Department of Transport’s a bit of mist, those trees will still be there. So people 

may think the tree has gone, the tree ain’t gone. The tree is out there.” 
– Richard Leighton
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Riot police and activists at the G8 Counter-Summit in Gleneagles 2005

The road protest movement was also an antecedent to 
Climate Camp, the first of which took place in 2006. 
Tactics, decision making processes and political 
critique embarked on at the road protests were 
developed at Climate Camp, making road protests a 
training ground for radical environmental activism to 
come. 
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